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Jonah iii. 8. Let them turn every one from his evil way. 


Pars pious admonition was given by the 
king of Nineveh to the inhabitants of that 
great and populous city, when the Almigh- 


ty threatened to puniſh 'them for their 


enormous crimes. . A prophet of God warns 


them of the impending danger, and de- 
clares, that in the ſhort ſpace of forty days 
their city ſhould be deſtroyed. This awful 
denunciation of ſudden vengeance, ſpread 
a general alarm over the city of Nineveh. 
Every heart throbbed with anxiety ; every 
face was covered with the deepeſt ſorrow, 
and nothing could be heard but the voice 
of lamentation. The inhabitants of Nine- 
veh bewailed the fate of this devoted city! 


Struck with a fenſe of conſcious guilt, and 


apprehenſive of the wrath of Heaven, they 
covered themſelves in. ſackcloth, and caſt 
duſt on their heads, and by faſting and 
prayer turned unto the Lord. Their united 
1upplications reached the ear of Mercy, 
and arreſted the ſtroke of Juſtice. That 


unfeigned humility and penitence which 


they diſcovered, prevented the deſtruction 
of their city, 1 ſaved the guilty inhabi- 
tants from ruin. Chriſtians! when the 
judgments of Heaven are viſibly diſplayed 
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GH I, 
in our land, we ought alſo to learn righ- 
teouſneſs. Let us imitate the wiſe conduct 
of the Ninevites, by humbling ourſelves 

under the mighty hand of God. Let us 
«ceaſe to do evil, and ſtudy to do well.” 
That a continuance in the e of ſin, 


will terminate in the deſtruction of indivi- 
duals, of ſtates, and of nations, is as certain 
as if you had been informed by the voice 
of a prophet, or an angel of God. Let us 
therefore reſolve to turn from the evil of 
our ways. | £173 25 : 


This day has been ſet apart, by order 
of his Majeſty, in order to enforce the ad- 
monition in the text. Let us rejoice, that 
we are not only permitted to. worſhip the 
God of our fathers, according to the dic- 
tates of a well informed conſcience, but 
protected in the right uſe of our religious 
privileges. We are encouraged by the ex- 
ample of the firſt magiſtrate of the land, to 
acknowledge God in all our ways, that he 
may be graciouſly pleaſed to direct our 
ſteps. We ought not, like ſome narrow 
minded and bigoted ſectaries, to call. in 
queſtion the authority of our Sovereign in 
' appointing a National Faſt, nor refuſe to 
ſubmit to a decree ſo wiſe and good. Solong 
as our king iſſueth no orders inconſiſtent 
with our duty to God, and to our brethren 
of mankind, let us chearfully obſerve his 
mandate, and be thankful that we have an 
illuſtrious pattern of virtue upon the throne. 
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We hope, however, that the power of pre- 
judice and ſuperſtition is near to an end. 
The diffuſion of knowledge amongſt all 
ranks in ſociety, muſt remove every vain 
and idle ſcruple which has formerly been 
an object of contention, and eſtabliſh in 

the heart the love and practice of truth. 


To look up to heaven for counſel and 
protection in the ſeaſon of danger, is cer- 
tainly our duty, from whatever quarter it 
may be enforced. However we may for- 

get the interpoſition of Divine Providence, 
however feldom'we meditate on his righ- 
teous government, it is an abſolute fact, that 
every circumſtance in our lives is under the 
direction of unerring Wildom. Yes, Chriſ- 
tians! our God is the governor amongſt the 

nations: By him kings reign, and princes 
decree juſtice.” The revolutions of ſtates 
and empires are under his controul, and 

* fulfil the councils of his will. If peace ex- 
tends her olive branch, or war unſheathes 
the bloody ſword, waving it over the heads 
of affrighted nations; both are under the 
direction of the King of kings, who ruleth 
in the earth as well as in the heavens. 
How ſoon may the Almighty permit the 
flames of diſcord to break out, in order to 
uniſh a guilty people ! How terrible are 

is judgments! When once his wrath is 
kindled, bleſſed are all they whoſe hope and 
confidence are repoſed in him. We may 
conſider war as the ſcourge of God in the 
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hands of men. By war, and peſtilence, and 
exile, and famine, he puniſhed his choſen. 
people of old, in order that they might 
turn from their evil ways. Knowing there- 
fore the terrors of the Lord, let us ceaſe 
to offend him. 


Think not that the Almighty ſlumber- 
eth upon his throne. His eye continually 
vieweth the inhabitants of the earth. He 
pondereth all their ways. He marketh 
the conduct of thoſe that rule, and thoſe 
that obey. His arm is lifted up to puniſh 
his adverſaries. The fincere penitent alone 

thall eſcape in the day of vengeance, 


Chriſtians ! the complexion of the pre- 
ſent timgns dark and melancholy.. Nation 
riſing up againſt nation, war and ramours of 
war, ſeem to juſtify this opinion, that“ the 
end of all things 1s at hand.” 1 pretend not 
to trace the political ſource of theſe commo- 
tions which at preſent diſturbs the r of 
Europe. Such an important inveſtigation 
is beyond my ability. Nor, from the place 
where I now ſtand, will I either juſtify or 
"condemn the meaſures of adminiſtration, 
in engaging in the preſent war. It is re- 
quiſite to know what paſſes in the cabinets 
of the courts. of Europe, before a. proper 
judgment can be formed on the preſent con- 
troverſy. In one removed at ſuch a diſ- 
tance . the centre of action, and ſo lit- 
tle acquainted with matters of ſtate, it 
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would be deemed arrogant and preſump- 
tuous to enveigh againſt the conduct of 
thoſe who ſit at the helm of public affairs, 
and whoſe peculiar province it is to watch 
over the ſacred and civil rights of their 
country. Were theſe things duly conſider- 
ed, it would prevent much idle ſpeculation 
amongſt the people. We may, with can- 
dour and impartiality, ſcrutiniſe the con- 
duct of our rulers, ſo far as we are compe- 
tent to judge of their actions: if we exceed 
this boundary, ignorance may lead us into 


error, and preſumption hurry us into crimes. 


One thing is abundantly obvious, that peace, 
when it can be maintained with ſafety and 
honour, is infinitely preferable to war. 


It is a precept of our holyreligion, 
to live at peace with all men, as far as poſ- 
ſible. . It is equally our duty to defend our 
country from every impending danger. If 
-a Roman reckoned it an honour to die for 


his country, we truſt that the ſame ſpirit of 


patriotiſm animates the ſoul of every true 
Briton. - Should any foreign power what- 
ever threaten to deprive us of our invalu- 


able rights as men <anebaas Chriſtians, who... 


would not arm in defence of his country? 
Who would not protect the deareſt intereſts 
of his family with the laſt drop of his 
blood? | we TFH 0 


I may venture, however, to aſſert, that 
there can be but one opinion in the nation 
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with reſpect to an honourable and laſting 
peace. This, without doubt, is the ſincere 
with of our Sovereign; and of all his loyal 
ſubjects. Although I have declined to hazard 
an opinion concerning the political. cauſe 
of our preſent diſſenſions, yet I make no 
heſitation to declare, that ſin is the moral 
| ſource of all our national calamities, By 
reaſon of our iniquity, the land mourneth. 
It is this baneful principle which ſetteth the 
nations at variance with one another, and 
cauſeth the widow to weep over her huſband 
ſlain, and her children loſt. Inſtead therefore 
of raſhly cenſuring or condemning our ru- 
lers, let us ſearch and try our own ways; for 
we, as individuals, contribute to that general 
maſs of corruption which Heaven now 
threatens to punith. Let us, with full pur- 
poſe of heart, turn unto the Lord. it the 
prayer of one faithful perſon availeth much ; 
if, whilſt the arm of a Moſes is lifted 
up, the lfraclites prevailed ; what happy 
conſequences may we not expect, when 
thouſands this day, throughout the land, 
. are directing their ſupplications to Heaven, 


3 earneſtly imploring that every impend- 
ing evil may be e and our civil and 


religious privileges preſerved to the lateſt 
ages? Let us hope that the Almighty yet 
waiteth to be gracious, and will receive 
into his favour all ſuch as turn from their 
evil way. 


In what remains of this diſcourſe, 1 


100 1» 
ſhall endeavour to point out ſome of thoſe 
particular ſins which diſgrace us as a na- 
tion, and recommend an . univerſal refor- 
mation of manners, as the moſt effectual 
means to ſave us. from deſtruction. And 
whilſt 1 am thus engaged, I hope each of 
us will be convinced, that fin is the re- 
proach. of our nature; and reſolve, that 
as formerly we have done iniquity, we 
will do ſo no more. If we make this wiſe 
and ſuitable application of the ſubject, 
this day of ſolemn humiliation will pro- 
mote our preſent peace, and ſecure our 
future happineſs. To amend the heart, 
and reform the conduct, is the true end 
and deſign of religious faſting. Let us 
therefore be e engaged in the diſ- 
charge of this important duty. Let us 
not miſtake the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, 
by placing too much confidence in external 
ceremony. Bodily exerciſe profiteth little; 
but real godlineſs, which comprehends 
ſincere and unfeigned repentance, is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having the promiſe 
of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come.“ It is not to hang down the 
head like a bulruſh, to ſmite upon the 
breaſt, or aſſume a dejected countenance, 
that conſtitutes repentance in the ſight of 
God. Though tears and lamentation well 
become the true penitent, they are not 
always infallible indications of inward 
contrition. Some, from a natural ſoftneſs _ 
of diſpoſition, have ow to ſhed on the 
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flighteſt occaſion. 'They pretend to weep 
wh, account of their ſms, while they feel no 
ſecret remorſe; whereas others cannot 


«diſplay theſe external marks of ſorrow, 


though pierced to the heart with the 
ſharpeſt arrows - of conſcious guilt. To 
turn every one from his evil way, is the 
beſt evidence of unfeigned repentance. I 
am fully ſenſible, that it requires a gentle 
hand, and the exerciſe of much prudence, 
to touch the failings of humanity; leſt, by 
too much ſeverity, we irritate, rather than 
ſoothe the mind of the offender ; 6r, by a 
miſtaken lenity, harden him in guilt. 
From the general view which I take of this 
ſubject, 1 hope none will be offended ; 
truth requires no apology ; and we ought 
meither to be afraid nor athamed to declare 
the whole council of God. n 


It is a juſt obſervation, that as we are 
ſometimes naturally diſpoſed to the exerciſe 
of a particular virtue, ſo we are alſo, from 
Conſtitution and habit, inclined to the 
practice of ſome particular vice. There 
is a ſin that more eaſily beſets us. It is of 
importance, not only to know where our 
ſtrength lieth, but alſo in what quarter we 
are moſt expoſed to danger. He muſt be 
a very careleſs obſerver of what paſſes in 
his own mind, who can remain ignorant 
of his predominant vice. This is the evil 
way from which every one ought to turn 
with manly fortitude. Think not, my 


* 


. 
friends, that to overcome vicious habits is 
impoſſible. Make a vigorous effort, and 
by the aſſiſtance of God, you ſhall be more 
than conquerors. The conteſt which has 
been obſtinately maintained, adds joy to 
the triumph. How mean and con- 
temptible to become the ſlave of evil 
habits! How diſgraceful to our reaſon, 
and all thoſe powers of mind with which 
our Creator has endowed us! Shall we, 
like madmen, amuſe ourſelves with the 
chains that bind us to the earth, or boaſt 
of our liberty when our minds are en- 
ſlaved. Let us endeavour to break this 
fatal chain, and aſpire to the glorious 
« liberty of the ſons. of God.“ Remem- 
ber, that if we err from the rule of duty, 
we have not even the ſhadow of an excule 
to urge, in order to extenuate our guilt. 
'« He hath ſhewn thee, O man, what 1s 
good.“ By the dictates of reaſon and con- 
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?  1cience, the Almighty, in tome meaſure, has 

, taught us our duty; and theſe e ue N 

5 ples are ſtrengthened and confirmed, by a : 
- revelation from Heaven. In the ſacred vo- ; 
F lume of inſpiration, we are expreſsly com- 1 
r manded to reverence, love, and obey the 9 
e Author {of our exiſtence, and to pour out x 
e our hearts before him in prayer and thanki- j 
A giving. We are exhorted to pay a due il 
it regard to his precepts, and to reſpect all } 
I his poſitive inſtitutions. We are com- 4 
n manded*+to cultivate the love of juſtice, | 
y of mercy, and of truth; to contribute to 
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the public good; and, as far as poſſible, to 
ert the general happineſs of mankind. 
e are alſo ſtrictly enjoined to keep our 
appetites and paſſions under the controul 
of reaſon, and, with gratitude and mode- 
ration, enjoy the gifts of the divine bounty. 
Have we vietdal a conſtant and chearful 
obedience to "theſe laws of Heaven? By 
comparing our ge and conduct with 
theſe immutable rules of duty, we may 
diſcover wherein we have offended, and 


what are thoſe evil ways which we ought 


1 


carefully to avoid. 


Vou have heard, that we are com- 
manded to reverence and adore the Supreme 
Being; but is not a neglect of God and of 
religion, one of the reigning vices of the 
age! How is the ſacred name of God 
blaſphemed in every corner of our land! 
The ear of delicacy and ſenſiblility is 
wounded by thoſe horrid oaths and impre- 
_ cations which are uttered by the mouths 
of the profane. Not content with devot- 
ing their own ſouls to deſtruction, - they 
deal damnation to all around them. How 
great 1s the patience and forbearance of the 
Almighty, in not hurling inſtant vengeance 
on the heads of ſuch daring offenders ! 
They may harden themſelves in iniquity, 
and fet Omnipotence at defiance ; but 
* although judgment againſt theſe evil 
works be not * ſpeedily executed, the 


> 


De EW (ad: 
Lord will not hold them guiltleſs who 
take his name in vain.” 689" 31H 


Though few or none have ſo perverted - 


the principles of their nature, as to call in 

ueſtion the exiſtence of a Deity, yet a ſpirit 
Of infidelity abounds in the land. When 
we hear a member of the French Conven- 
tion affirming, that death is an eternal 
ſleep, and the Tour! periſheth with the body, 
we ſhudder at the impious expreſſion, and 
can ſcarcely reſtrain the feelings of indig- 
nation. But, my friends, are not ſenti- 
ments equally repugnant to the honour of 
God, and the intereſts of ſociety, entertain- 
ed among ourſelves. All men have not 
faith.” The doctrines of our religion ſhrink 
not from a candid inveſtigation; when 


weighed in an even balance, they will not 
be £ 


be found wanting. Sophiſtry may attempt 
to elude the force of the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments, and ſcepticiſm entertain 1ts doubts 
of the plaineſt facts; but truth muſt main- 


tain its eternal exiſtence, though we can 


neither perſuade the one, nor convince the 
other, R 


From deſpiſing the doctrines of reli- 
gion, we are led by an ealy tranſition to ne- 
yu its precepts. In many of our popu- 
ous cities, the Sabbath is ſcarcely to be 
diſtinguiſhed from any other day of the 
week. Thoſe amuſements, which formerly 


were indulged in private, have now the 
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ſhameleſs effrontery to . before the 


publio eye. Would to God that thoſe 
cpa of corruption had not diffuſed their 
noxious. ſtreams to the remoteſt parts of 
the country! Example is always more 
powerful than precept. The moſt pointed 
reproof cannot reſtrain the lower orders of 
ſociety from imitating the vicious manners 
of the great. In every little village the 
Sabbath is profaned. Even the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Sunday ſchools fail to produce 
the deſired effect; whilſt parents either ne- 
glect to embrace this opportunity of their 
children's improvement, or ſeem careleſs of 
their behaviour when removed from under 
the eye of their teachers. Before we can 
reaſonably expect a reformation of this 
abuſe, the example muſt come from the 
parents and guardians of youth. If thoſe 
who are grown up to manhood violate the 
Sabbath, and trample upon the laws of 
God, ſmall hopes can be entertained of the 
virtue of the riſing age. How many ſecretly 
with that, as in a neighbouring nation, the 
Sabbath might only return every tenth day 
Nay, how many would rejoice were it to- 
tally aboliſhed! | 


If we have not, through a principle 
of falſe and ungovernable zeal, demolithed 
our churches, and defaced our altars, we at 
leaſt have ſhewn our contempt of religion, 
by ſcoffing at its moſt ſacred inſtitutions, or 
turning them into acts of licentiouſneſs. Is not 


| liar manner, and makes all his goodneſs 


CH 
the table of the Lord moſt groſsly profaned, 
when ſurrounded by thoſe perſons who taſte 
the ſacred ſymbols of Chriſt's body and blood, 
not with a view to remember, with pious 
atitude, this generous Benefactor of man- 
ind, nor reflect upon the bleſſings of re- 
demption, but in order to qualify them for 


diſcharging ſome civil office in the ſtate. 
Reaſon, and religion, and juſtice, call loud- 


. for the repeal of ſuch acts as ſupport 
this unholy practice; and we hope that a 
wiſe and judicious legiſlature will ſoon 
comply with the requeſt. | 


We have not only to regret thoſe cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity; are we not alſo 
highly criminal, in paying fo little attention 
to the public worſhip of God ? How few are 
to be found * aſking the way to Sion,“ or 
forming a reſolution to © join themſelves to 


the Lord in a perpetual covenant, never to 
be forgotten? 


Wereckon it a diſtinguiſhed 
honour to be uſhered into the preſence of an 
earthly monarch, and to receive the ſmall- 
eſt token of his regard; but is it not in- 


finitely more honourable to worſhip at the 


footſtool of the King of kings, and enjoy 
the ſmiles of his friendſhip! We may be ex- 
alted to this dignity, and enjoy this happi- 
neſs, if we frequent his temple. There he 
manifeſts himſelf to his people in a pecu- 
paſs before them. Vet notwithſtandin 
thoſe unſpeakable advantages which atten 
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the devout TN: pers of God, how few 


engage in the delightful ſervice! Our 
ne and W are well attended; 

there the wealthy and the great diſplay the 
pomp of majeſty, and the parade of dreſs. 
Our ſenates and our theatres are ſo crowded 
when an Erſkine is to plead, or a Siddons act, 
that trampling unto death, or ſuffocation 
by the preſſure of the thronging multitude, 
are no uncommon circumſtances. - There 
is no ſuch anxiety or zeal diſcovered in fill- 


ing the houſe of the Lord. A royal pro- 


clamation may induce many, this day, to 
viſit the ſanctuary, rather to teſtify their 
loyalty and obedience to their earthly So- 


2 5 5 than from a perſuaſion that a ſpi- 


rit of penitence and reformation may avert 
the ene of Heaven. Except on par- 
ticular occaſions, when we wiſh to indulge 
our curioſity, or gratify ſome meaner paſſion, 
there is little or no competition to occupy 
the chief ſeats in our Chriſtian en 


But, my friends, is not religion, or the 


care of our ſouls, the one thing, needful ? 
Every thing ought to yield to this import- 
ant concern. This is the pearl of ineſtim- 
able value, more precious == all the trea- 


ſures of the Eaſt. Whatever! 18 pleaſant or 


deſirable in human life, is the gift of reli- 
gion. Length of days are in her right 
Hand, and in her left riches and honour.” 

It is religion which in a great meaſure diſ- 
tinguiſheth man | From the inferior animals. 
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As the innate ſenſe of a Supreme Being 
forms a prominent feature in the character 
of man, ſo to allow this principle its full 
force on the mind, conſtitutes his chief 
honour and happineſs. Chriſtians! we 


are now 1n a land of exile ; religion 1s the 


path that leadeth to the heavens. Amidſt 
all the ſtorms and tempeſts of human life, 
this is the anchor of the ſoul, ſure and 
ſtedfaſt. A brighter ſtar than what ap- 
-peared to the Eaſtern ſages, now ſhines in 
our. ſky; if we follow its direction, we 
ſhall be conducted beyond the city of 
Bethlehem, where they beheld the infant 
Jeſus lying in a manger, to that throne 
in the heavens where he reigns in glory. 
When threatened with danger, religion 
is our only ſhield; it ſweetens the bitter 
cup of affliction, and makes the Chriſtian 
rejoice even in tribulation. »: In the public 
walks of life, religion is the guardian of 


"happineſs ; and in the unfrequented paths 


of ſolitude, a chearful companion, and an 
improving friend. While religion adds a 
real dignity to greatneſs, it alſo ennobles 
the poor man, by making him deſpiſe 
riches as a ſource of happineſs, and con- 
ferring upon him the more invaluable 
bleſſings of contentment and peace. It is the 
faireſt ornament of youth, and a crown of 
glory to the hoary head. Religion ſmoothes 


our paſſage to the tomb, enlightens the 
dark valley of death, and conſigns the 


departing ſpirit to the care of thoſe guar- 
C | 
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dian angels who are ſent forth to miniſter 
to the heirs of ſalvation.“ Say then, my 
friends, if we ought not to cheriſh this 
fair daughter of Heaven, tent down from 
above to purify our hearts, dignify our 
natures, and prepare us for the ſociety of 
angels in the paradiſe of God. Let the 
arrogant and preſumptuous ſons of infi- 
delity exclaim, Who is the Almighty, that 
we ſhould obey his voice; but let us form 
the more noble and manly reſolution, that 
we will ſerve the Lord. If we fear God, 
we have nothing to dread from the power 
of man. If we continue faithful in his 
ſervice unto death, we ſhall receive the 
crown of lite, | | 


But ingratitude to God, and rebellion 
againſt his righteous government, are not 
our only fins as a nation and people. Is 
not a ſpirit of pride, and ambition, and 
_ contention, prevalent amongſt us! This is 
the ſource of much domeſtic unhappinels, 
and public ſhame. Pride originates from 
ignorance and want of reflection. The 
man who is properly acquainted with 
himſelf, cannot be proud. Riches, con- 
ſidered in themſelves, confer no real 
honour on their poſſeſſors, and are only 
deſirable as means of promoting the hap- 
pineſs of mankind, when wiſely improved. 
Rank and titles are mere ſhadows, which 
obſcure rather than add luſtre to cha- 
racter, unleſs they are the reward of merit, 


* 
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or accompanied by virtue. Let us learn 
to deſpiſe ſuch adventitious diſtinctions. 
Let us build our reputation on a firmer 
baſis. Riches are not for ever, nor does 
the crown endure through all generations.” 


Pride 1s not peculiar to thoſe who 
occupy the higher ranks of ſociety, nor 
confined to the manſions of the great, or 
the palaces of kings. There, indeed, it 
may appear more conſpicuous, and attract 
the eye of public obſervation; yet it often 
maintains as great an aſcendency in the 
breaſt of the peaſant who inhabits the 
{moaky cottage, as in him who ſitteth on a 
throne. Let us take care, leſt, while we 
raſhly cenſure and condemn this principle 
in others, we ourſelves be not under its 
pernicious influence. Far from eſteemin 
every one better than ourſelves; which 1s 
an infallible token of humility, are we not 
Teady to entertain the vain and flattering 
idea, that we poſſeſs qualities ſuperior to. 
our equals ;. and even ſometimes to exalt 
our own character and reputation on the 
ruins of a brother's name? This juſtifies 
our former remark, that pride 1s as fre- 
quently the companion of poverty, as the 
attendant of wealth and greatneſs. In 
whatever character or ſhape it appears, it is 
truly deſpicable. © Pride was not made for 
man.” The rich and great can only rife by 


humility. He who, through a ſpirit of 
pride, overlooks or deſpiſes his fellow crea- 


SA 
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tures, though he may command the fawn- 
ing compliments of his dependents, will 
neither receive external homage, nor in- 
ward reſpect, from the reſt of mankind. A 

on may eaſily know in what eſtimation 
ie is held by the world, from the opinion 
he entertains of it. Let us all be perſuaded 
to abandon this evil principle, which ex- 
poſeth its votaries to many dangers, and 
makes them fometimes ſubmit to the 
meaneſt and moſt contemptible things. 
Let us cultivate that humility which wall 
make us rife in the eſteem of the virtuous 
and the good, and which at laſt ſhall be 
exalted to the heavens, 3009 


Intimately connected with pride, is the 
ſpirit of ambition and contention. If 
pride be the parent of the one, the relation 
which it bears to the other is ſufficiently 
obvious. The love of power and of con- 
queſt, forms the moſt diſtinguiſhed features 
in the character of the ambitious. The 
whole world is not ſufficient to ſatisfy his 
unbounded defire. This ungovernable ſpi- 
rit prompteth to many bold and hazardous 
undertakings. It alſo frequently leads to 
acts of cruelty and oppreſſion. Like pride, 
it is not confined to any particular depart- 
ment of ſociety, but diffuſes itfelf through 
all ranks and denominations of ' mankind. 
In the farmer, it appears in joining houſe 
to houſe, and field and field. The mer- 
_ chant, from the ſame principle, extends 
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his commerce.; and, braving the dangers 
of the ocean, brings home the produce of 
every clime. Ambition animates the ſol- 
dier with courage; and frequently preſides 
at the council of ſtateſmen and kings. 
This reſtleſs and aſpiring ſpirit has often 
kindled the torch of war, and deluged the 
nations with blood. We ought all to 


guard our hearts againſt the influence of 


this baneful paſſion, which has ſpread not 
only deſolation in the earth, but alſo in the 
heavens. Let us cultivate a ſpirit of mo- 
deration, and be content with ſuch things 
as we have. Inſtead of envying the con- 
dition of our brethren of mankind, let us 
rejoice in their proſperity and happineſs. 


We ought alſo to check the firſt riſings 
of contention and animoſity in the mind. 
By neglecting to es. 600 a {mall ſpark, 


a whole city may be reduced to aſhes. If 
once we indulge a ſpirit of revenge, we 


may ſacrifice our peace and our happineſs 
for ever. Yet how apt are we to kindle 
into reſentment on the {lighteſt occaſions? 
An oblique glance, an unmeaning hint, or - 
the moſt diſtant reflection on our own-cha- 
racter, or on thoſe in whom we are deeply 
intereſted, according to the 3 of 
falſe honour, cannot be expiated but by 
the blood of the offender. A companion 


or friend, in the hour of convivialty, by 


one-unguarded expreſſion, may afterwards 


have the ſatisfaction of ſheathing his ſword 
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in the breaſt of the man he never intended 
to offend, or have a bullet lodged in his 
own head. What egregious folly! What 
conſummate madneſs! Will truth ſtand 
upon a firmer baſis, or any aſperſion of 
character be wiped off, by the uncertain 
determination of a duel! This mode of 
_ deciding a quarrel, or ſupporting truth, is 
held in deſerved contempt by all thoſe 
whoſe opinion or approbation is worthy of 
regard. We ought to conſider. every real 
or ſuppoſed injury in the moſt favourable 
point of light. If we view the conduct of 
mankind through the falſe medium of 
aſſion, it will magnify the ſmalleſt of- 
ences into flagrant crimes. The meaneſt 
and moſt worthleſs of men may reſent an 
injury, but it is the property of a great and 
noble mind to pardon and to forgive. 
Let us ſtudy to obſerve this divine precept, 
« Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good. | 


But alas! how much does an oppoſite 
temper prevail amongſt us! The unhappy © 
ſpirit of diſcord reigns in almoſt every 
quarter of the globe, diſturbing the peace 
of individuals, of ſtates, and of nations. 
Thouſands have already fallen the victims 
of its fury, and. thouſands more may ſink 
into an untimely grave before its power be 
_ deſtroyed. War is an evil to be deprecated 

at all times, and can only be juſtifiable on 
the principles of ſelf defence, It is indeed 


ae 
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the ſource of every evil work. It diſturbs 
the peace and order of ſociety, retards the 
wheels of commerce, and increaſes heavy 

burdens on the ſhoulders of the induſtrious 
citizen, It de e flouriſhing cities, 
lays waſte fruitful fields, and its progreſs 
is every where marked by deſolation and 
ruin. It ſpreads a cloud of melancholy 
and dgjection on every countenance, and 
harderfis the heart of man againſt his bro- 
ther. Even the ſhouts A victory are 
diminiſhed by the groans of the dying, and 
the ſad lamentations of ſurviving friends. 


But however much we may ſhudder 
at its pernicious effects, yet the hatchet of 
contention is ſeldom permitted to reſt in 


the duſt. In the rude and barbarous ages 


of the world, and in the unciviliſed ſtate 


of ſociety, it is not greatly to be wondered 
that mankind ſhould have had recourſe to 
arms, in order to decide their private diſ- 


ſenſions or public quarrels; but war is 
certainly the diſgrace of theſe enlightened 


and poliſhed times. The progreſs of ſci- 


ence ſhould humaniſe the heart, and 
compoſe the rougher paſſions of the ſoul. 


What a pity, that ever human ingenuity 


ſhould be exerciſed in cultivating the arts 
of ſelf deſtruction, or that renown ſhould 
attend the bloody conqueror of the world ! 
Let us endeavour to extinguiſh the flame of 


Civil and domeſtic diſcord, and ſhew our- 


{elves the real diſciples of the. Prince of 
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peace. Bleſſed are the peace- makers; for 
they ſhall be called the children of God.” 


Injuſtice and oppreſſion ſerve likewiſe 
to fill up the meaſure of our iniquities. 
Though the laws of our country are the 
natural guardians of liberty and property, 
yet they are frequently eluded, and their 
power contemned. The cunning watcheth 
to deceive the ignorant, and. the ſtrong 
man ſometimes tyranniſes over the weak 


and helpleſs, Civil inſtitutions, though 


founded in reaſon and juſtice, and ſanc- 
tioned by the higheſt authority, will have 
little influence on the minds of thoſe who 
can violate the dictates of conſcience, and 
the laws of Heaven. Even the moſt ſevere 
puniſhments which are inflicted, cannot 
prevent the repetition of crimes. The 
young offender, when not detected in his 
_ firſt attempt to ſeize the gains of injuſtice, 
emboldened by ſucceſs, ſeldom or never 
{ſtops ſhort, till he hath finiſhed the career 
of guilt on the ignominious tree. But 


there are innumerable inſtances of injuſtice 


beſides thoſe which have been mentioned. 
It appears ſometimes in characters who 
are bound, by every ſacred tie, to maintain 
an unſhaken probity. But the laws of 
Juſtice are immutable ; they are written by 
the finger of God on every heart, and can- 
not be violated with impunity. Thoſe 
ſecret crimes which eſcape human cogni- 


zance, ſhalt one day be revealed before an 
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aſſembled world. Evidence may now be 
wanting, in order to convict the perpetra- 
tor of ſome bloody deed, and bring him to 
condign puniſhment; but conſcience. will 
witneſs againſt him when he ſtands before 
the righteous tribunal of God. A future 
judgment is a pleaſing, yet awful thought. 
8 innocence appeals to it, as its laſt 
reſource. The guilty mind thinks of it, 
and trembles. Let us all live under the 
influence of a judgment to come. Then 
the characters of men will appear in their 
native colours. Prejudice ſhall no longer 
bias the mind, nor avarice betray the in- 
tereſts of truth and juſtice. Let therefore 
integrity and re&itude be our conſtant 
guides. Let us liſten to the admonitions 
of conſcience, which may be conſidered as 
the voice of God in the ſoul of man. Let 
us turn every one from his evil way.“ Let 
+ US be faithful to God, and juſt and true to 
all mankind. | 2 


We ought likewiſe to abſtain from 
every act of oppreſſion and cruelty. Pro- 
vidence has wiſely appointed a ſubordi- 
nation of ranks in ſociety, not with a view 
that the rich and powerful ſhould rule like 
deſpots over the poorer and weaker mem- 
bers of the community, but that each 
might contribute to the good of the whole. 
In every free ſtate, equal liberty is enjoyed; 
but an equality of rank and fortune is 
impoſſible. The virtuous and induſtrious 
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citizen will acquire riches and honour, 
while the indolent and profligate muſt 
naturally ſink into poverty and contempt. 


This has been the caſe in all former gene- 


rations, and will continue ſo long as 
mankind exiſt on the earth. 


When power is accompanied by wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, to direct and influence 
its exertions, it may be exerciſed without 
limitation; but when uſed as an inſtrument 
of cruelty or oppreſſion, its operations 
ought to be reſtrained. It would be dan- 


gerous in the extreme, to inveſt even the 


wiſeſt or the beſt of men with unlimited 
power. None who are acquainted with 
their own hearts, would deſire ſuch an im- 
portant truſt. Let us all therefore, accor- 
ding to our ſtations in ſociety, be faithful 
in the diſcharge of every relative and ſocial 
duty. Let us rejoice, that the greateſt are 
not above the reach of the law, nor the 
meaneſt excluded from its protection. In 
this reſpect we are all equal. 


Let us not diſturb the public tranqui- 


lity, by any oppreſſive or cruel act. The 

poor need our ſupport, the weak our aſſiſt- 
ance, and the afflicted our ſympathy. How 
inglorious that power which tyrannizes over 
the diſtreſſed part of the family of Adam 


How much more worthy of our na- 
tures, to feed the hungry, to clothe the 


- 
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naked, to ſupport the tottering ſteps of the 
infirm and aged, and to awaken the ſmile 


of happineſs in the dejected countenance ! 


Let us think upon thoſe who languiſh in 
the ſolitary dungeon, deprived of the light 


of heaven, and the agreeable converſation 


of their friends, and. contribute to their 


relief. Even thoſe who may have for- 


feited their liberty in conſequence of 


violating the laws of their country, have a 
claim upon our ſympathy as men and as 


brethren. While we hold their crimes in 
deteſtation, we are not permitted to indulge 
reſentment againſt their perſons. We are 


naturally taught to reſpect the unfortunate. 


His heart muſt be dead to-eyery generous 
and -manly feeling who can rejoice at the 


ſufferings of an offending brother; and, 


like the ſavage Indian, add inſult to cruelty. 
When we behold a malefactor led out to 
execution, the tear of pity rolls in our 
eye, the dreadful apparatus of death har- 
rows up the ſoul, and we almoſt forget his 
crimes. Such are the feelings which diſ- 
tingutſh the children of humanity ! Vet 
there are ſome who pretend to the name of 


man, who take a barbarous pleaſure in 


ſuch diſtreſsful ſcenes. If our blood runs 
chill at the thought of ſuch depravity of 
mind, what idea ſhall we form of thoſe 
perſons guilty of ſtill greater cruelty, in 


- dragging, every year, thouſands of their 
fellow creatures into captivity and n 1. 


The Slave-trade has long been the 
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grace of our nation. It is totally incom- 


2 with the principles of reaſon, re- 
igion, or, ſound policy. Juſtice has long 
bluſhed at the nefarious practice, and hu- 
manity wept over the oppreſſed ſons of 
Africa. What though they inhabit a 
different region of the globe, and wear a 
darker complexion, from the influence of 
a ſcorching ſun ! yet we are all the children 
of one common parent, and partakers of 
the ſame nature; for the Moſt High has 
made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth.” It muſt give the moſt ſincere 
leaſfure-and atis don to every benevo- 
fant heart, to obſerve the late deciſion of 
the Britiſh Parliament, in order to put an 
end to this cruel and horrid practice. 
Abandon not the merciful deſign, O gene- 
rous and humane Britons! till it be happily 
accompliſhed; and ſet an example — J 
tice, and | benevolence to all the world! 
Hiſtory will record the glorious event, and 
the trumpet of fame proclaim the glad 
tidings, in every corner of the, globe. The 
once oppreſſed Africans, releaſed from the 
galling yoke of ſlavery, will bleſs their 
encrous benefactors; and Heaven itſelf 
{mile with approbation, to ſee the children 
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Allow me only to add, that whilſt we 
turn with abhorrence from every act of 


violence and oppreſſion which would ren- 


der a feliow creature miſerable, we ought 


_. 
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_ alſo to reſtrain thoſe evil paſſions which 
oppole our own happineſs. The Al- 
mighty has not prohibited us from in- 
dulging our natural appetites; we are 
however not to exceed the bounds of mo- 
deration. Thus far we may go, but no 
further. And indeed it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that ſuch a reſtraint is abſolutely 
neceſſary to real enjoyment. Exceſs very 

ſoon deſtroys the ſenſation of pleaſure, di- 
miniſhes our portion of happineſs, and 

renders the heart inſenſible to the moſt 
delightful emotions. Order and modera- 
tion are laws of nature, which both duty 
and intereſt oblige us to obſerve. What 
does the drunkard gain by drowning his 
reaſon and reflection in the intoxicating 
bowl! A ruined fortune, a ſhattered con- 
ſtitution, a blaſted reputation, a premature 


„ death, or a diſhonourable old age, are 

|! „the natural conſequences of intemperance 

d and debauchery. Believe me, Chriſtians !_ 

id ſobriety. and moderation are the very ſoul 

ne of enjoyment. Theſe boundaries are aj \ 
he pointed by Providence, not to diminth, 

eir but augment our happineſs. 

elf | : | 

en Loet us all this day ſeriouſly reflect 


upon the diſpoſitions of our minds, and 
the tenor of our conduct; let us reſolve 


we to forſake every evil way. Your time at 
of preſent forbids me to enlarge upon thele 
MM topics. Let us allow them a ſecond and 


cht more attentive conſideration, when we re- 1 


— 


tire from this place. And if we ſincerely 
wiſh that the judgments of Heaven may 
be averted; if we deſire our civil and reli- 
gious privileges to be ſecured; if we are 
the true friends of liberty, religion, and 
peace; let us turn every one from the evil 
of his way.“ The Almighty ſtill waiteth 

to be gracious. He is ſtretching out the 
ſceptre of mercy, that we may touch it and 
live. Now is the accepted time: now 
is the day of ſalvation.” 


